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A testimony to
the ravages of war

With future prospecis e
diucd o ~lving like o side of boef
for the rest of my 1ife,” the night-
mame  introspections  of  the
makmed World War [ hero of
“Johnny Got His Gun” prove as
harrowing on stage as they did in

Dakton Trumbo's clusske 1505
antiwar novel
In adapling this Z56-page

book into & solo performance
plece Lodd entirely from Chie podnt

of view of the limbless OI Joe |
Bonharn, Bradley Rand Smith

impressively honored the integ-
rity ol Trumbo's plot and searing

eloguence of its language. Finally |

making its West Coast debut ina
Arth annhversary production un-
der Emith's direction at Stages
Theatre Center. the show fea-
tures a gripping performance
from hard-working Grant Tyler,
wivse wholesorme youth and in-
noeenes immediately engage our
sympathy and never et go,

By taking wus inside Joo's
mind, Bmith allows Tyler to
move about frecly, just ns Jor
sees himself in his memories and
fanlashes, In stralsgle moments
of intruding horror, Tyler sug-
gests  Joe's  physical prison
through posture — lying on his
slde with his Back to the audi-
ence and Hmbs tucked out of
glght, kneeling with his héad
Mtung fr back to indicate his ek
of facial features, and =0 forth.

For the most part, Joe 15 pre-
sented as a complete hurman be-
ing, eliminating rasy emotional
detachrent a8 we witreas a fully
sentient being's struggle to come
to terms with his condition
Amid the despairwe cheer at his
simpe but world-changing tri-
umphs, from learning to tell time
by temiperature chan@es Lo eofm-
municating in Morse oode
through taps of his head.
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Transitksns between Joe's In-
temal and extéernal realities ane
further punctuated by Ledgh Al-
len's abrupt lghting shifts from
idyllic amber hues to o sickly
biluwe cast, and Michael Mortilla's
sound and musiec montages

Smih's adaptation CElters
only when incorpomting ser.
mionizng passages that force Ty-
ler to step out of character and
adopt & vocabulary and analyti-
cal sophistication that are not
credibly within Joe's repertoire
At such moments the plece be-
comes more of a polemie than a
theatrichl experience — Unnec-
essarily so. if Smith would ondy
trusl the narrative and his per-
former’s ability to comvey its full
implications without the need
for canmeniiary.

Limitations notwithstanding.
| “dohnny Got His Gun® 5 a vis
eern] and Limely challenge to an
increasingly prevadent vidw ol
warfarn: a3 a bloodiess, hgh-tech
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